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Par�cipants’ Experience in using a Point of
Care Rapid An�gen Tes�ng for SARS-CoV-2

Background
At least 50% of COVID-19
transmissions may originate
from asymptoma�c individuals. Iden�ﬁca�on of these
cases could slow spread.
Rapid an�gen tes�ng (RAT) at
the point of care is inexpensive, fast, and less invasive
than PCR tes�ng.

Objec�ve
To describe the experience of
using a point-of-care RAT to
detect SARS-CoV-2 amongst
an asymptoma�c popula�on
living or working in congregate housing.

Methods
Popula�on: Students living
and staﬀ working in University of Bri�sh Columbia
(Vancouver) housing sites.
Interven�on: The BD Veritor
tes�ng kit was used to
conduct RAT from February
to April 2021, accompanied
by an online or paper crosssec�onal experience survey.
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“It’s
nice to have the
reassurance that
you’re most likely
negative”

“It
was… close to
where I live.”
SAFETY &
PREVENTION OF
TRANSMISSON

“I want to prevent the
spread of Covid-19. To
ensure that I don’t spread
COVID if I do end up
getting it.”

FAST & EASY

ACCESSIBLE

“It’s quick
and easy.”

“I... heard somewhere
that basically no tests were
coming back positive, though—
there’s some worry that the test
doesn’t actually catch Covid
most times.”

PERCEIVED
LOW SENSITIVITY

Results
223 survey responses were
received (37% of the 601
people that were tested).

“It
prevented taking
public transport to
get tested.”

REDUCED
ANXIETY
& STRESS

Frequency distribu�on and
content analysis were used to
analyze quan�ta�ve and
qualita�ve data, respec�vely.
The UBC Research Ethics
Board approved the study.

“Stress
reducing”

“Because it
gives me a little
peace of mind”

ENCOURAGING, FACILITATING & SUPPORTING COLLABORATION IN PRIMARY HEALTH CARE RESEARCH IN BC

• 60% of respondents were
female.
• 98% of respondents
reported RAT to be acceptable or very acceptable.
• 97% of respondents
reported they would come
back for retes�ng.

Conclusions
RAT was well accepted and
par�cipants reported a good
experience. RAT reduced
anxiety, stress, worries, and
provided par�cipants with
peace of mind.
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